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• Filing could come as early as next week 
• Products expected to be assessed on national basis 

 
Mylan [NASDAQ:MYL] could file its proposed takeover of Meda [STO:MEDAA] 
with the European Commission (EC) as soon as next week, it is understood. 
 
A filing to the Russian competition authority, the Federal Antimonopoly Service, 
is also due shortly and could come within the next two weeks, it is further 
understood. 
 
The proposed acquisition requires merger control approval from the EC, in the 
US, Turkey, and Russia, as reported. Mylan filed the deal with Turkey’s 
competition authority on 23 May. 
 
Regarding the EC review, the companies will argue there is not a great deal of 
overlap between their products, it is understood. 
 
Mylan is one of the world’s largest producers of generic drugs. It also produces 
specialty treatments, active pharmaceutical ingredients and the EpiPen, an 
automatic injection device that administers epinephrine to combat severe 
allergic reactions. 
 
Meda produces a combination of over-the-counter treatments as well as 
branded generics and specialty medicines focusing on the treatment of 
respiratory and dermatology conditions as well as pain medication. 
 
The EC would likely analyse product markets according to the therapeutic 
application of respective drugs, an independent competition lawyer with 
experience in the pharmaceutical sector said. 
 
In reviewing pharma deals, the EC follows the Anatomical Therapeutic 
Chemical division of medicines by therapeutic use devised by the European 
Pharmaceutical Marketing Research Association. 
 
The EC is expected to examine product overlaps on a national basis, this news 
service was told. 
 
EC probes into similar pharma deals have typically been approved in the 25 
working day Phase I timeframe, the lawyer said. Phase I investigations can be 
extended by 10 working days if divestitures are required. 
 
Any potential remedies for the Meda/Mylan deal should be straight forward 
once products are examined on a case-by-case basis, the lawyer added. 



 
The takeover last August of US specialist drug maker Hospira by Pfizer 
[NYSE:PFE] was conditionally approved by the EC in Phase I, highlighting 
concerns relating to five drugs marketed in eight member states. 
 
Pfizer committed to divest the marketing authorisations of these treatments in  
each relevant country and a full divestment of its Infliximab biosimilar drug 
within the European Economic Area. 
 
Mylan did not respond to requests for comment. 
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